
The Whistleblower Program, operated by the Controller’s Office, receives complaints regarding the misuse of City funds, improper 
activities by City officers and employees, deficiencies in the quality and delivery of government services, and wasteful and inefficient 
City government practices.  There are a number of ways to file a complaint.  Go to www.sfcontroller.org and click on the Frequently 
Requested tab to access the Whistleblower complaint instructions in the drop down menu. 
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San Francisco Proposition D, Fair Drug Pricing Initiative, Passes 
Earlier this month, San Francisco's Proposition D, the Fair Drug Pricing initiative, passed with 

80 percent of the vote. Proposition D is a declaration of City policy related to prescription drug 

pricing.  Declarations of City policy are statements or expressions of the will of the public but do 

not carry the force of law.  Specifically, Proposition D makes it City policy: 

 

• to employ all available opportunities to reduce the price of prescription drugs; 

• that San Francisco continue to negotiate directly with drug manufacturers and seek to pay less 

   for essential medications that the City purchases; and 

• that San Francisco ask its representatives in state and federal government to sponsor legislation 

   to reduce by one-third current drug prices paid by all levels of government.   

 

SFDPH spends approximately $23 million on prescription drugs annually.  One-third of these 

expenditures are made through the federal 340B Federal Drug Pricing Program, which provides 

medications at the deepest discount available to any purchaser other than the Veterans' 

Administration.  For pharmaceutical purchases that do not qualify for 340B pricing, SFDPH 

utilizes the services of a group purchasing organization that negotiates drug prices on behalf of 

100 academic medical centers and 300 of their affiliated hospitals, combining their joint 

purchasing power to ensure the best prices,   

 

The Board of Supervisors would consider the policy and determine what action, if any, would be 

appropriate to implement the policy.  This measure was placed on the ballot by a signature-

gathering initiative circulated by Los Angeles based AIDS Healthcare Foundation.   

 

  

Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program  

Community Behavioral Health Services, in collaboration with Rally Family Visitation Services, 

Saint Francis Memorial Hospital, was awarded a three year grant from the Office on Violence 

Against Women for the Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program.  

This award provides the opportunity for recipients to develop and strengthen effective responses 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp
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to violence against women.  This cooperative agreement supports supervised visitation and safe 

exchange options for families with a history of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 

assault, child abuse and stalking.  For questions related to this grant, contact 

Alice.Gleghorn@sfdph.org. 

 

Overdose Treatment Act Goes into Effect January 1, 2014  

Governor Brown signed the Overdose Treatment Act (AB632) in October, 2013 and will go into 

effect on January 1, 2014.  This new law simplifies the process of providing naloxone in clinical 

settings, grants legal protections for naloxone recipients, and clarifies the legality of standing 

orders statewide. San Francisco stands out as a model for naloxone provision in California. 

 

AB 632 expands protections for naloxone prescription and distribution, including the following 

major changes: 

 The law applies statewide and is permanent 

  Naloxone can be prescribed to anyone who might overdose or witness an overdose (i.e. 

friends and families) and recipients are legally protected if they administer it to someone 

else 

 Providers are encouraged to prescribe naloxone for patients on opioid medications and 

prescriptions that are direct (not a standing order) have no training requirements 

 Anyone who can legally prescribe naloxone can issue a standing order for others 

(including non-medical persons) to distribute naloxone; those distributing naloxone must 

educate recipients about the cause of overdose, how to call 911, how to do rescue 

breathing, and how to administer naloxone 

 

SFDPH has supported naloxone distribution through the Drug Overdose Prevention and 

Education Project since 2004 and under a standing order since 2010. SFDPH also began 

prescribing naloxone from selected clinics and the 1380 pharmacy in 2013 and anticipates soon 

providing naloxone at discharge from SFGH.  

 

San Francisco Nurse-Family Partnership Program Addresses Health Disparities among 

First-Time Moms (Sep 30, 2013) 
The Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Section launched the Nurse-Family Partnership in 

August 2012  with the goals of improving pregnancy outcomes, child health and development, 

and economic self-sufficiency for first-time, low-income moms.  The Nurse Family Partnership 

(NFP) model is evidence-based, proven to be effective through 30 years of research.  In San 

Francisco, NFP reduces health disparities by focusing outreach on African Americans and 

Hispanics, teens and other populations of women disproportionately experiencing high risk 

pregnancies.    

 

The program is voluntary, partnering young women with public health nurse home visitors early 

in pregnancy and continuing until the baby is two years old.  During home visits, nurses and 

clients work together, following a philosophy that the client is the expert in her own life; the 

client should follow her heart’s desire; only small changes are necessary; and the focus should be 

on strengths and solutions.   

 

mailto:Alice.Gleghorn@sfdph.org
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During its first year, NFP program enrolled 139 clients and retained 99.3%.  The staff were 

successful in reaching African American (16.1% of clients vs. 5.1% of SF births) and Hispanics 

(43.6% vs. 20% of SF births).  In addition, SF NFP clients faced severe poverty with a median 

household income of $7,500 annually.  Beginning outcomes are promising.  During year one, 

93.6% of clients initiated breastfeeding, which is protective of child and maternal health.  Family 

planning is emphasized and no subsequent pregnancies occurred among clients 6 months 

postpartum.  Based on the research, anticipated future findings include increased labor force 

participation by mothers, reductions in child abuse and neglect, and improved school 

performance by the children.   

 

Women enrolled in NFP will receive the education, social support, and services they need to 

support a better, healthier life for themselves and their children. 

 

 

Project Homeless Connect 

On October 7
th

, inspired by a community of partners, we created the first ever LGBTQ Connect.   

Nearly 100 service providers and 325 volunteers served almost 500 participants. We are deeply 

grateful to everyone who helped connect these LGBTQ to critical services that will improve their 

lives.  This was the first such PHC for the LGBTQ community; organizers plan to repeat it again 

in 2014.   

 

The next PHC will be held on Wednesday, December 11 at Bill Graham Auditorium.  The PHC 

event prior to the winter holidays is always a popular one with extended services and  lots of 

people in attendance, so more volunteers are also needed.  If you would like to volunteer to be a 

part of this rewarding day, go to http://www.projecthomelessconnect.com.  Medical training is 

not necessary.  

 

SFGH Readies for Holiday Party Season 

San Francisco General Hospital’s tradition of welcoming the Dudley Perkins Company Harley 

Davidson for their 30th Annual Toy Run is scheduled for Sunday, December 8
th

, 10:30 a.m., in 

the Main Lobby of SFGH. These riders, composed of most of the motorcycle clubs in the region, 

bring about 95% of the toys to SFGH that have been distributed to SFGH patients each year. A 

strong welcome and cheer from staff, (including the Commissioners) as the riders stack their toys 

under the tree will further solidify this strong community relationship. 

http://www.projecthomelessconnect.com/

