








Youth and community sites are also having difficulty qualifying
for the Summer Lunch Program because of changes in
eligibility and program rules. For example, state agencies
were previously able to automatically qualify community sites
located close to other qualified sites, in order to respond to
local needs for multiple sites in a neighborhood serving
different populations. This rule exempted many summer lunch
sponsors from unnecessary and burdensome paperwork.
However, state agencies are no longer permitted to provide
these exemptions, creating additional barriers to expansion of
programming serving lunch to children during the summer.

Finally, changes in eligibility and program rules also impact
child care providers and the children in their care. A recent
analysis of the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
in San Francisco found that while seventy-five percent (75%)
of child care centers participate in the program, only forty-four
percent (44%) of family child care providers participate. There
are 775 licensed family child care providers caring for 7,850
children in San Francisco, which means nearly 4,400 children
likely lack access to regular meals that follow a nutritious
meal pattern while over 400 child care providers are missing
out on financial and educational supports to serve healthy
food. With over 3,000 children in family child care settings
using subsidized child care, the connection between family

OPPORTUNITIES

child care providers and low-income families affected by food
insecurity is undeniable. To address barriers facing family
child care providers in particular, the report recommends
infusing local funds into family child care homes utilizing the
Child and Adult Care Food Program, improving local program
promotion, and advocating for additional funding and program
simplification to State and Federal governments.

Food Insecurity among San Francisco’s
Adolescents

In April 2019, students from Mission High School’s Urban
Agriculture class conducted a school-wide survey to measure
food insecurity in their community. Based on 126 completed
surveys, approximately half (49%) of Mission High School’s
student population is impacted by food insecurity, eighty-six
percent (86%) identifies as immigrant, and almost a third
(31%) are unstably housed. Although adolescents are not
frequently identified as a population in greatest need or with
greatest vulnerability, this data suggests an urgent need for
San Francisco to further assess how food insecurity is
impacting our youth so that more appropriate programming
may be identified.

SUCCESSES

CalFresh Expanded to Recipients of
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

For the first time ever in California, older adults and adults
with disabilities receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
can apply for CalFresh food benefits. The SSI CalFresh
Expansion represents the largest one-time increase in eligible
households in the history of the CalFresh program. Based on
March 2019 data, 40,735 SSI recipients lived in San
Francisco. As of December 2019, San Francisco Human
Service Agency has received and processed CalFresh
applications for 53% of the SSl recipients in San Francisco,
the largest percentage of any county in the state. There are
now almost 20,000 more CalFresh recipients in San
Francisco than there were prior to June 2019.
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Healthy Food Purchasing Supplement
Expanded

Since 2014, San Francisco has funded Healthy Food
Purchasing Supplements to increase the ability of low-income
San Franciscans to afford healthy food. Through Sugary
Drink Distributor Tax funding, this program expanded to serve
more food insecure San Franciscans, including pregnant
residents, families and SSI recipients. Funds allow for
purchases of fruits and vegetables at neighborhood
supermarkets, corner stores, and farmers markets (including
Heart of the City Farmers Market and the Alemany Farmers
Market).
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