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*** PRESS RELEASE*** 

SAN FRANCISCO TO FULLY REOPEN BUSINESSES AND 

ACTIVITIES ALIGNING WITH THE STATE’S REOPENING 

PLANS BEGINNING JUNE 15 
Thanks to San Francisco’s successful COVID vaccine roll out and decreasing cases and 

community spread, the City intends to align with the State Beyond the Blueprint guidance that 

removes nearly all local COVID-19 related restrictions beginning June 15, with some narrow 

exceptions for mega events 

 

San Francisco, CA – Mayor London N. Breed and Health Officer Susan Philip today announced 

that starting Tuesday, June 15, San Francisco will fully reopen and eliminate capacity limits and 

almost all local restrictions on business operations in alignment with the State’s Beyond the 

Blueprint for Industry and Business Sectors - effective June 15.  Based on draft guidelines that 

the State has released in advance of the June 15 reopening as well as masking guidance issued 

today by the State, San Francisco has determined that it will fully align with the State plan with 

some limited exceptions pertaining to extremely large events and specific institutional settings 

with heightened risk, such as acute care hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and jails. In these 

instances, additional health and safety requirements may be implemented in San Francisco.  

 

"The people of San Francisco have done an incredible job during this pandemic of listening to 

our public health experts and following the guidance to keep each other safe,” said Mayor Breed. 

“Together we have saved thousands of lives. On June 15, we will be taking an incredible step 

forward by aligning our reopening with the state. I'm excited that the City is coming alive again 

and I can't wait to see what lies ahead for San Francisco. Please continue to do your part make 

sure that you and everyone you know—friends, families, neighbors—are getting vaccinated so 

we can finally end this pandemic. " 

 

Businesses are encouraged to review the State’s framework in order to prepare for the changes. 

With the impending elimination of the State’s tiered reopening system and local health directives 

for industry sectors, it is expected that many aspects of San Francisco businesses will return to 

usual operations for attendees, customers, and guests. Most notably, health order changes include 

the elimination of local capacity limits as well as local requirements for physical distancing, 

masking, and operational procedures and protocols in almost all instances.  

 

With the exception of schools, childcare, and youth activities, San Francisco will lift much of its 

health order sector-specific restrictions and rescind all business sector directives. State and 

Federal entities are expected to continue to put forward public health guidance. Additionally, 

some regulatory agencies like the Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) and 

industry specific regulatory agencies such as Alcohol Beverage Control, California’s Child Care 

mailto:dempress@sfgov.org
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Beyond-Blueprint-QA.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Beyond-Blueprint-QA.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Beyond-Blueprint-Framework.aspx
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Licensing Program, etc., will maintain requirements related to the prevention of COVID-19 in 

the workplace and other specific contexts.  

 

“With much of the health risk contained, the most important thing we can be doing now is 

supporting the economic recovery and revitalization of our commercial and downtown corridors 

and the city,” said Kate Sofis, the Director of the Office of Economic and Workforce 

Development.  “The Office of Economic and Workforce Development will continue to support 

businesses as they rebuild, recover, and start anew in this post-COVID environment. Our focus 

remains on strengthening our city’s economic drivers with equity, partnering with our small 

business community to provide the tools and resources to adapt to our full reopening, and 

investing in services that our residents, workers, artists and every other San Franciscan needs in 

order to thrive.”  

 

San Francisco’s reopening and recovery is, in large part, due to the availability and successful 

rollout of vaccines in San Francisco. The effectiveness and availability of COVID-19 vaccines 

has dramatically driven down case rates, hospitalizations and community spread. Currently, 79% 

of San Franciscans eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination have received at least one dose; and as 

of June 7, our case rate was 1.5 per 100,000, 25% lower than the state and representing a 96% 

decrease in San Francisco COVID-19 diagnoses since January. Likewise, hospitalizations are at 

their lowest point since the pandemic began. 

 

“Our successful uptake of COVID vaccines has been a game changer and it’s why we are able to 

fully reopen our City,” said San Francisco Health Officer Susan Philip.  “I encourage anyone 

who is not yet vaccinated and is able to do so, to make an appointment or drop in to one of our 

many access points today. We still need to be vigilant and use the knowledge and behaviors 

we’ve developed over the past year to make safer choices for ourselves and our families, 

especially those of us who live or interact with people who are not able to get vaccinated or are 

at greater risk of severe illness from COVID-19.”  

The Public Health Department encourages all those eligible to get vaccinated as soon as possible, 

so that San Francisco and the entire Bay Area can safely reopen. The public can make an 

appointment or find a drop-in site by calling (628) 652-2700 or by going to sf.gov/get-

vaccinated.  

Because of San Francisco’s identity as a national and international destination, and because the 

pandemic is less controlled elsewhere, the San Francisco Department of Public Health will 

require proof of full COVID-19 vaccination or a negative test at indoor mega events of over 

5,000 people; unvaccinated attendees must wear face coverings per state requirements. If only 

self-attestation is required, all attendees must wear face coverings. 

Additionally, in very high-risk congregate living settings such as skilled nursing facilities, acute 

care hospitals, homeless shelters, and jails, San Francisco will require that personnel in these 

facilities are vaccinated. This requirement will go into effect after the United States Food and 

Drug Administration gives full approval to one of the COVID-19 vaccines which currently have 

emergency use authorization. 

https://sf.gov/get-vaccinated
https://sf.gov/get-vaccinated
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In school, youth and childcare settings, San Francisco intends to align its face covering 

requirements with the State and otherwise maintain its existing guidance while it awaits 

anticipated further reopening guidance from the CDC and State. Over the coming days, San 

Francisco will review the State’s Beyond the Blueprint for Industry and Business Sectors guide 

as well as the Masking Guidance that the State issued earlier today to consider any additional 

guidance or requirements it feels are necessary to protect residents, workers, and visitors and 

safeguard our reopening and economic recovery.   

San Francisco plans to release the finalized health order on Friday, June 11th to be effective as of 

12:01 am on Tuesday, June 15th.   
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