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About the Cover: RDH volunteer, Andrea Giang, is shown
performing an oral screening for the Child Care Health
Program of the Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health
Division of the San Francisco Department of Public Health.
Photograph courtesy of Americorp member, Chantal Berry.

CDHA Members in the News
“Brush Your Teeth, Read a Book, Go to Bed!” was the

theme of the 8th Annual Give Kids a Smile Day at San Francisco
General Hospital(SFGH). The event was co-sponsored by the SF
Department of Public Health, (Maternal Child and Adolescent
Health Section) and the SF
component. Approximately
100 of the children enrolled
in the Women, Infants
and Children (WIC) and
the Family and Children’s
Health Centers on the
SFGH campus received
dental screenings, fluoride
varnish, a book, toy and
Screening at Give Kids a Smile Day
fun home care products.
All participants visited a series of educational tables with interactive
activities to help promote preventive home care habits and regular
dental visits. Screeners found that 34% of the children had visible
decay, 9 of which had moderate to severe caries. All children will
be case managed by the event co-coordinators, AmeriCorps, to
ensure they are linked to local dental homes. Over 50 volunteers
from the greater bay area participated in the program held
during the 75th anniversary of National Children’s Dental Health
Month. One of the many goals of the day was to educate the next
generation of medical providers about the importance of oral
health to overall heath. In addition to dental hygienists, led by SF
component members Michael Long, Lauren Umetani, Mecedes
Keeney and Michael Laflamme, the volunteers included a pediatric
dentist, students
from the SF State
University (SFSU)
School of Nursing,
AmeriCorps, and
SFSU pre-dental
students. The event
also provided an
opportunity for
professional development. The volunteer hygienists received didactic
training prior to the clinic while the nursing students received 3
hours of education and training prior to the event. At the end of the
day, one of the nursing students shared her thoughts, “I will never
again look at another patient without also examining the health of
their teeth.” It was truly a successful event for everyone involved!

CDHA Journal – Winter/Spring 2016

Now in its third year, the University of Southern California,

Herman Ostrow School of Dentistry Masters of Science in Dental
Hygiene (USC MSDH) program is moving forward to create a
strong educational foundation for hygienists who want to take their
careers to the next level. The MSDH curriculum is designed to
allow students to continue working while completing the full-time
graduate program. The 30- unit program offers three different
student-selected areas of emphasis: Education, Geriatric Dentistry,
and Pediatric Dentistry. Classes are held on the USC campus twice
a week and can be completed in 16 months.
Current MSDH students recently presented their research posters
at the 2016 USC Research Day on March 4th at USC. Topics this
year focused on increasing the need for interdisciplinary education
between oral health and pharmacy professionals as well as
technology related decision-making options for clinicians while
working chairside.
Hygienists interested in pursuing an advanced degree or
considering a career change should explore their options and
learn how a MSDH degree can provide the critical thinking and
leadership skills required in today’s evolving health care system.
To learn more about the USC MSDH program visit http://dentistry.
usc.edu/programs/dental-hygiene/msdh/ or send an email to
MSDH_USC@usc.edu
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