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Sugary Drinks Distributor Tax Advisory Committee 
Infrastructure Subcommittee 

 

NOTES 
January 9, 2019 
4:00 – 6:00 PM 

25 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, CA 94102,  
Room 650, 6th Floor 

 
* Please note that public comment will be held after every agenda item. If a member of the public would 
like to comment on a topic that is not on the agenda, they may do so during general public comment at the 
start of the meeting. Please see the Notes section of this document for additional information. 
 
Order of Business:   
 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call – 2 min 

Meeting was called to order at 4:12. Present: Roberto Vargas, Rita Nguyen, Linda Barnard, Jorge 
Rivas. Absent: Michelle Kim 

2. Approval of December Meeting Minutes – 3 min 

RIta moves to approve with amendments. RV seconds. Motion passes unanimously.  

3. Review and Consideration of Agenda- 2min   

4. General Public Comment   

Ayanna Bennett, MD suggests HOPE SF description correction to December notes: HOPE SF takes 
place in 4 public housing sites that have been or will be rebuilt. In addition to new facilities, HOPE SF 
also provides a range of services for residents who are primarily low income, communities of color. 
The DPH element of the HOPE SF program is about provision of wellness programs, using trained 
residents of HOPE SF.  Current peer leaders are getting more formal training through city college. 
(There is a HOPE SF workforce dev program but the DPH allocation isn't for that – the SDDTAC HOPE 
SF budget line was mislabeled as training). The DPH HOPE SF program does not have a workforce 
development component although there is a necessity to do workforce development, because there 
is not currently a trained workforce to do the needed wellness-related work. 

5. House Keeping:  none 
 

6. Preparation for March 2019 Report [Action]  
a. 19-20 Recommendations 
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HOPE SF -discussion addresses questions as to DPH HOPE SF allocation. DPH representative, 
Ayanna Bennett,  MD provides responses  

Discussion included concerns that the city takes a third off the top of all SDDT funds; 
additionally, Board of Supervisors allocated $1.2M in addbacks from soda tax funds before 
committee makes recommendations. HOPE SF recommendations came from Mayor after the 
SDTAC made recommendations. Concern if SDDTAC adopts mayoral priorities, it diminishes 
power/voice/influence of SDDTAC. However, chaotic nature of last year's process may be that 
HOPE SF was a casualty of that process (ie had there been more time for the process, HOPE SF 
would have likely emerged as a priority area of funding originating from the SDDTAC).  

Dr. Bennett: working with HOPE SF over last few years. These communities are isolated in a way 
that they are not brought to the decision making tables; and don't get included in peoples’ lists 
of priorities. Public housing units are centers of health inequity. It's concentrated far more in 
that part of community than in other parts of the community. Housing developments should be 
a key part of the response to dealing with inequities. Including HOPE SF as a SDDTAC 
recommendation can be viewed as taking the mayor’s recommendations or it can be seen as a 
correction to original recommendations and a powerful way to address concentrated poverty, 
health inequities, etc. at hope sf sites. Having a place-based strategy in SF housing sites that 
acknowledges and does work deliberately is a health equity strategy. From a DPH perspective - 
that is where we are trying to make change and to really find where the problem is worst, not 
just averaging our efforts across the community. The number of service organizations in 
Sunnydale is deficient for the size of the problem. Seems there is a mis appropriation of 
funding/effort with respect to addressing equity. All public housing sites have worse health 
outcomes. To address disinvestment, need to over invest in the people in the most trouble. 
Don't have evidence that we are doing that over-investment. DPH has data why it makes sense 
to do so. 

Committee discusses: If we address needs of the most vulnerable population, everyone 
ultimately benefits. Committee agrees HOPE SF is a population that needs to be reached.  

Discussion of 19/20 recommendations 

Staff shared plan for upcoming full SDDTAC meetings 

1/16/19 - vote on 19/20 $450k descriptions and approve 19/20 budget 

1/23/19 –vote on 20/21 funding recommendations 

2/6/19 – Review descriptions for 19/20 and 20/21 

2/20/19 – run through of full report language  
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Committee discusses HOPE SF allocation. Take allocation for HOPE SF and add it to our 
recommendations? Is committee in alignment with 400K for HOPE SF? Committee was trying to 
make whole SDDTAC recommendations. HOPE SF is a compelling argument; but concerned it’s a 
slippery slope. If it happens every year there won't be a point, it becomes a fixed budget 

Committee shouldn't rule out possibility that just because a decision was made outside of the 
process, it doesn't make it a bad decision. If SDDTAC is too principled then we may harm 
programs that are serving populations we want to serve. Many funded CBOs don't work in 
housing developments. By going to HOPE SF can ensure that funds go there. But we need to be 
more descriptive in the language and what it will do with respect to language around health and 
equity. Eg: “HOPESF to do xyx around health.“ 

Rita makes motion to include HOPE SF for 400k and bring it to the full committee.  Jorge 
seconds.  Motion passes with 3 ayes 1 abstention.  

Committee discusses Media Campaign  

Can DPH take unspent 18-19 funds to put toward media. CBOS won't have received any funds, 
so not CBO will be receiving less. But concern that approach only impacts CBOs not other 
elements of the SDDTAC recommendations.  

Campaign important because industry may attack tax; back money out now to strengthen and 
build support for tax; building the case for the tax. Berkeley indicated they didn't allocate 
enough for media and they regretted it.  Want $1M toward awareness of harms of ssb as well as 
impact of tax. SDDTAC would be making recommendations to DPH about breakdown of funds.  

Could do media campaign with 400k in current 18/19 funds and 400k in 19/20 could make 
recommendations in Community Based grants that a bigger percent goes to media. Agree we 
need to increase investment but not all should be community based so not all funds should 
come out of Community Based grants. 

Suggest an increase 300K for media, as a cut across all categories for 19/20. This committee 
should be making specific recommendations on breakdown for media campaign. 

Rita to make changes to table as discussed by committee. 

b. 20-21 Funding Recommendations and Report  
did not discuss 
 

7. Confirm Rescheduling of subcommittee meetings that will start in January – 5 min 

Committee did not discuss 
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8. Plan January  Meeting  (1.5 hours vs 2 hours) – 5 min 
Committee did not discuss 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

none 
 

10. Adjourned at 6:20pm. 

 
General Public Comment:  At this time, members of the public may address the SDDTAC Advisory 
Committee on items of interest to the public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Committee but do not appear on the agenda.  

With respect to agenda items, the public will be given an opportunity to address the Committee when the 
item is reached in the meeting. Each member of the public may address the Committee for up to three 
minutes.  

The Brown Act forbids a Committee from taking action or discussing any item not appearing on the posted 
agenda, including those items raised at Public Comment. In response to public comment on an item that is 
not on the agenda, the Committee is limited to: 

- Briefly responding to statements made or questions posed by members of the public, or  
- Requesting staff to report back on a matter at a subsequent meeting, or 
- Directing staff to place the item on a future agenda. (Government Code Section 54954.2(a).) 10. 

 
Each action item will hold public comment before a vote is made. 
 
Explanatory documents are available at the 25 Van Ness Ave, Suite 500 during regular business hours. If any 
materials related to an item on this agenda have been distributed to the SDDTAC after distribution of the 
agenda packet, those materials are available for public inspection at the address above during normal 
business hours. 
 
RINGING AND THE USE OF CELLPHONES 
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers and similar sound-producing electronic devices are prohibited 
at this meeting. Please be advised that the Chair may order the removal from the meeting room of any 
person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a cell phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing 
electronic devices.  
 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE 
 
Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. Commissions, boards, 
councils, and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the people’s business. This ordinance assures that 
deliberations are conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people’s review. For 
information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapters 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code) or to 
report a violation of the ordinance, please contact: Sunshine Ordinance Task Force Administrator 
City Hall – Room 244 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 94102-4683,  
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415-554-7724 (Office); 415-554-7854 (Fax), E-mail: SOTF@sfgov.org 
 
Copies of the Sunshine Ordinance can be obtained from the Clerk of the Sunshine Task Force, the San Francisco Public 
Library and on the City’s website at www.sfgov.org. Copies of explanatory documents are available to the public online 
at http://www.sfbos.org/sunshine or, upon request to the Commission Secretary, at the above address or phone 
number. 
 
LANGUAGE ACCESS 
Per the Language Access Ordinance (Chapter 91 of the San Francisco Administrative Code), Chinese, Spanish and or 
Filipino (Tagalog) interpreters will be available upon requests. Meeting Minutes may be translated, if requested, after 
they have been adopted by the Family Violence Council/Mayor’s Task Force on Anti-Human Trafficking.  Assistance in 
additional languages may be honored whenever possible. To request assistance with these services please contact the 
Minouche Kandel 415-252-3203, or minouche.kandel@sfgov.org at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  Late 
requests will be honored if possible.  
 
DISABILITY ACCESS 
Family Violence Council meetings are held in room 617 at 400 McAllister Street in San Francisco.  This building is 
accessible to persons using wheelchairs and other assistive mobility devices.  
 
Mayor’s Task Force on Anti-Human Trafficking meetings are held in Room 305 at City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett 
Place in San Francisco. City Hall is accessible to persons using wheelchairs and other assistive mobility devices. Ramps 
are available at the Grove, Van Ness and McAllister entrances. 
 
Assistive listening devices, American Sign Language interpreters, readers, large print agendas or other accommodations 
are available upon request. Please make your requests for accommodations to Minouche Kandel (415) 252-3203, or 
minouche.kandel@sfgov.org.   Requesting accommodations at least 72 hours prior to the meeting will help to ensure 
availability. 
 
LOBBYIST ORDINANCE 
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or administrative action may be required 
by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance [SF Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code 2.100] to register and report 
lobbying activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the San Francisco Ethics 
Commission at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 220, San Francisco, CA 94102, (415) 252-3100, FAX (415) 252-3112, website: 
sfgov.org/ethics.  
 
 
 
  

http://www.sfgov.org/
http://www.sfbos.org/sunshine
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Comparison between SDDTAC Recommendations and Mayor’s Allocations 
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