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Mayor Mark Farrell

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER (SUD) COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
1380 Howard Street
Room 226
9:00 AM
AGENDA

1.0 REVIEW OF SUBSTANCE USE COMMITTEE MINUTES
For discussion and action
1.1 Public comment
1.2 PROPOSED RESOLUTION: Be it resolved that the minutes of the Substance Use
Committee meeting of May 22, 2018 be approved as submitted.

2.0 IS METHADONE TREATMENT CURRENTLY VIABLE AND BEING DONE
PROPERLY?
For discussion and action
2.1 Is Methadone treatment currently viable and being done properly?
Seeking information on the range of dosages of Methadone that people are given, who
decides dosages, and what is the process of oversight. For example are people taking any
kind of Benzo drugs with it?
2.2 Public comment
3.0 TO IDENTIFY BARRIERS PEOPLE WITH CO-OCCURRING DISORDERS FACE
AND THEN CREATE A RESOLUTION BASED ON THEIR FINDINGS
For discussion
3.1 To identify barriers people with co-occurring disorders face and then create a resolution
based on their findings
What we know:
 Substance Use Disorder, while considered a distinct and diagnosable condition, is
rarely seen in the absence of one or more acute or chronic co-occurring disorders.



It is generally accepted by behavioral health clinicians that the treatment of SUD in
conjunction with its co-occurring disorders is the preferred path to recovery for the
majority of consumers.
 The Mental Health Board’s observations indicate a potential disconnect between the
treatment of SUD and co-occurring disorders in that consumers report being
prescribed treatment plans that are either exclusive to or heavily weighted to address
only a primary but no ancillary disorder.
 Consumers testify to being denied both outpatient and residential SUD and mental
health services based exclusively on their SUD or mental health diagnosis and status.
What we don’t know:
 It is unclear how prevalent the problem is and to what extent it affects consumers
seeking supportive services in San Francisco.
 We are not aware of a behavioral health standard of care that ensures that consumers’
behavioral health needs are comprehensively addressed.
What we want to know:

In order to formulate a potential actionable set of recommendations, we need to
know what the specific criteria are for participation across the range of Behavioral
Health Services.

We need to know what systemic administrative and logistical barriers are in place
that preclude consumers from receiving services.

We’d like to learn what recommendations our service providers may have to
mitigate these problems internally.
3.1Public comment
4.0 DEVELOP SPECIFIC GOALS, ACTION PLAN AND TASK ASSIGNMENTS
4.1 Develop Specific Goals, Action Plan and Task Assignments
For discussion and action
4.2 Public Comment
ADJOURNMENT
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DISABILITY ACCESS
1. Rooms 226, 207, 424 and 515 are accessible to persons using wheelchairs and others
with disabilities. Assistive listening devices, materials in other alternative formats,
American Sign Language interpreters and other accommodations will be made
available upon request. Please contact Osinachi Okakpu, MPH, Behavioral Health
Services, 415-255-3427 or by email: osinachi.okakpu@sfdph.org. Providing at least 72
hours notice will help to ensure availability. To reach a TTY line, call (415) 255-3449.
Large print copies of the agenda will be made available upon request; please call (415)
255-3474.
2. Meetings are held at 1380 Howard Street, (corner of 10th and Howard Streets), in
Room 226 or 424 or Room 515. The closest accessible BART station is the Civic Center
station, at the intersection of Market, Grove and Hyde Streets. The closest Muni Metro
station is the Van Ness Station. Accessible MUNI lines serving the location are the 9 San
Bruno, 47 Van Ness, 14 Mission, and 71 Haight/Noreiga. Also, the J, K, L, M, and N
lines underground. For more information or updates about the current status of MUNI
accessible services, call (415) 923-6142. For information about Paratransit Services call
(415) 351-7000.
3. 1380 Howard Street is accessible to wheelchairs. Elevators, doorways, restrooms, and
the meeting room are wheelchair accessible. Accessible curbside parking has been
designated on Grace Alley.
4. In order to assist the City’s efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies,
environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees at
public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various chemical
based products. Please help the City accommodate these individuals.
POLICY ON CELL PHONE, PAGERS, AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers, and similar sound-producing electronic
devices are prohibited at this meeting. Please be advised that the Chair may order the
removal from the meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a
cell phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing electronic devices.
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE
Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the
public. Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City and County exist
to conduct the people’s business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are
conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people’s review.
For more information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67 of the
San Francisco Administrative Code) or to report a violation of the ordinance, contact:
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Sunshine Ordinance Task Force
City Hall, Room 244
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
Telephone: (415)554-7724
Fax: 4(15) 554-5163
E-mail: sotf@sfgov.org
Citizens interested in obtaining a free copy of the Sunshine Ordinance can request one
from the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force or by printing Chapter 67 of the San Francisco
Administrative Code from the Internet at: www.sfgov.org/sunshine
To view Mental Health Board agendas and minutes, you may visit the MHB web page
at: www.sfgov.org/mental_health. You may also go to the Government Information
Center at the Main Library at Larkin and Grove in the Civic Center. You may also get
copies of these documents through the MHB office at 255-3474.
Lobbyist Registration and Reporting Requirements
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or
administrative action may be required by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance [SF
Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code 2.100] to register and report lobbying
activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the San
Francisco Ethics Commission at 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 3900, San Francisco, CA
94102; telephone (415) 581-2300; fax (415) 581-2317; website www.sfgov.org/ethics.
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