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AGENDA
Behavioral Health Commission Meeting
Wednesday, April 21, 2021
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
REMOTE BHC MEETING ZOOM
https://zoom.us/j/98768401762
CALL-IN #: +1 669 900 6833 US & MEETING ID #: 987 6840 1762

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
Changes
ITEM 1.0 REPORT FROM BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTOR
1.1 Discussion regarding Behavioral Health Services Department – Communication: A
report on the activities and operations of Behavioral Health Services (BHS), including
budget, planning, policy, and programs and services.
1.2 MHSA Update Report
1.3 Public Comment
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ITEM 2.0 COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS
For discussion
2.1 Report from the Commission Co-Chairs and the Executive Committee
Discussion regarding Chair’s meetings with Behavioral Health Services staff, meetings with
members of the Board of Supervisors and community meetings about mental health or substance
use disorders.
2.2 Update on vacancies and reappointments on the BHC: welcome Steve Banuelos to the
BHC Executive Director, Geoffrey Grier’s letter to invite new Board of Supervisor (BOS) –
Ahsha Safai
2.3 Commissioner Dawson Emmett Cooper, d.c. (they/them) request for 45-day leave
accepted by the Executive Committee on 4/13 - Co-Chair Richelle Lee Slota (she, her, hers)
2.4 BHC Retreat needs to be rescheduled
2.5 Reports from Committees
Discussion regarding committee meetings, goals and accomplishments:
Implementation Committee, Chair Carletta Jackson-Lane, JD
Site Visit Committee, Chair Richelle Lee Slota
Bylaws Revision Ad Hoc Committee, Chair Bahlam Javier Vigil
2.6 Public Comment
ITEM 3.0 ACTION ITEMS
For discussion and action
3.1 Public comment
3.2 Proposed Resolution: Be it resolved that the minutes of the Behavioral Health Commission
meeting of March 17, 2021 be approved as submitted.
3.3 Proposed Resolution: Be it resolved that the minutes of the Behavioral Health Commission
Meeting of February 17, 2021 be approved as submitted
3.4 Motion of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) anti-hate position:
Commissioner Bahlam Javier Vigil proposes BHC take anti-hate position
3.5 Letter to Board of Supervisors: Commissioner Bahlam Javier Vigil proposes API anti-hate
letter to BOS
ITEM 4.0 PEOPLE OR ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED BY BHC
Suggestions of people, programs, or both, that Commissioners believe should be acknowledged
or highlighted by the BHC.
4.1 Report by members of the Commission on their activities on behalf of the Commission
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ITEM 5.0 NEW BUSINESS
Suggestions for future agenda items to be referred to the Executive Committee for suggestions
on future trainings and orientation of future Commissioners
6.0 Public comment
Final Public Comment
Adjournment
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DISABILITY ACCESS
The ADA is a civil rights law that protects people with different types of disabilities from
discrimination in all aspects of social life. More specifically, Title II of the ADA requires that all
programs offered through the state and local government such as the City and County of San
Francisco must be accessible and usable to people with disabilities. The ADA and City policy
require that people with disabilities have equal access to all City services, activities, and benefits.
People with disabilities must have an equal opportunity to participate in the programs and
services offered through the City and County of San Francisco. If you believe your rights under
the ADA are violated, contact the ADA Coordinator.
Ordinance 90-10 added Section 2A.22.3 to the Administrative Code, which adopted a Citywide
Americans with Disabilities Act Reasonable Modification Policy that requires City departments
to: (1) provide notice to the public of the right to request reasonable modification; (2) respond
promptly to such requests; (3) provide appropriate auxiliary aids and services to people with
disabilities to ensure effective communication; and (4) train staff to respond to requests from the
public for reasonable modification, and that requires the Mayor's Office on Disability to provide
technical assistance to City department responding to requests from the public for reasonable
modifications.
Disability Accommodations: To request assistive listening devices, real time captioning, sign
language interpreters, readers, large print agendas or other accommodations, please contact the
Commission Secretary at (415) 558-6309, or commissions.secretary@sfgov.org at least 72 hours
in advance of the hearing to help ensure availability.
Language Assistance: To request an interpreter for a specific item during the hearing, please
contact the Commission Secretary at (415) 558-6309, or commissions.secretary@sfgov.org at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.
SPANISH: Agenda para la Comisión de Planificación. Si desea asistir a la audiencia, y quisiera
obtener información en Español o solicitar un aparato para asistencia auditiva, llame al 415-5586309. Por favor llame por lo menos 48 horas de anticipación a la audiencia.

CHINESE: 規劃委員會議程。聽證會上如需要語言協助或要求輔助設備，請致電415-5586309。請在聽證會舉行之前的至少48個小時提 出要求。

TAGALOG: Adyenda ng Komisyon ng Pagpaplano. Para sa tulong sa lengguwahe o para
humiling ng Pantulong na Kagamitan para sa Pagdinig (headset), mangyari lamang na tumawag
sa 415-558-6309. Mangyaring tumawag nang maaga (kung maaari ay 48 oras) bago sa araw ng
Pagdinig.
RUSSIAN: Повестка дня Комиссии по планированию. За помощью переводчика или за
вспомогательным слуховым устройством на время слушаний обращайтесь по номеру 415558-6309. Запросы должны делаться минимум за 48 часов до начала слушания.
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POLICY ON CELL PHONE, PAGERS, AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers, and similar sound-producing electronic devices are
prohibited at this meeting. Please be advised that the Chair may order the removal from the
meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a cell phone, pager, or other
similar sound-producing electronic devices.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE
Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public.
Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the
people’s business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the people and
that City operations are open to the people’s review. For more information on your rights under
the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code) or to report a
violation of the ordinance, contact:
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force
City Hall, Room 244
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
Telephone: (415)554-7724
Fax: 4(15) 554-5163
E-mail: sotf@sfgov.org
Citizens interested in obtaining a free copy of the Sunshine Ordinance can request one from the
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force or by printing Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative
Code from the internet at: www.sfgov.org/sunshine
To view Mental Health Board agendas and minutes, you may visit the MHB web page at:
www.sfgov.org/mental_health. You may also go to the Government Information Center at the
Main Library at Larkin and Grove in the Civic Center. You may also get copies of these
documents through the MHB office at 255-3474.

LOBBYIST REGISTRATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or administrative
action may be required by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance [SF Campaign &
Governmental Conduct Code 2.100] to register and report lobbying activity. For more
information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the San Francisco Ethics Commission
at 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 3900, San Francisco, CA 94102; telephone (415) 581-2300; fax
(415) 581-2317; website www.sfgov.org/ethics.
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JOIN US!
Public Hearing:
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA)
FY 2021-2022 Annual Update Draft

The Behavioral Health Services (BHS) division of the San Francisco Department of Public Health is
inviting all stakeholders to participate in a Public Hearing on the Mental Health Services Act
(MHSA) FY2021-2022 Annual Update Draft. This Public Hearing is in fulfillment of the provisions of
the Welfare and Institutions (W&I) Code Section 5848. For questions, please email MHSA@sfdph.org.

Where: San Francisco Behavioral Health Commission Meeting
When: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Online Zoom Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/98768401762
Join by Phone: +1-669-900-6833 US
Meeting ID#: 987 6840 1762

To request interpretation services and/or disability-related accommodations, please contact Hannah Abarquez
by email at Hannah.Abarquez@sfdph.org or by phone at (415) 255-3614.
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Dear Board of Supervisors,
We hope this letter finds you well. Thank you for your service during this catastrophic
pandemic that has claimed hundreds of thousands of human lives. We are writing you
this letter in our capacity as the San Francisco Behavioral Health Commission (BHC) to
urge you to please appoint members of the API community to the BHC Commission. We
are in need of new commissioners and members from the API community.
Currently, we are experiencing an increase in Anti-Asian Racist Hate crimes that have
negatively impacted the behavioral health of our Asian and Pacific Islander siblings and
friends. We need representation on commissions, to effectively combat this Anti-Asian
rhetoric that has claimed many innocent lives thus far.
With increased API representation, I firmly believe the San Francisco Behavioral Health
Commission can be a more robust, more efficient, and inclusive Commission. We need
the input of various community members from the diverse cultural diaspora in San
Francisco.
Thank you for your time and service during these difficult times we find our beautiful
city.
In everlasting solidarity,
The San Francisco Behavioral Health Commission
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[Motion Condemning Anti-Asian Racism, Anti-Asian and Anti-Black Racist
Rhetoric and Attacks, White Supremacist and White Supremacist Terrorists
and Reaffirming Commitment In Helping Fight Against Systemic Racism
And White Supremacy That Directly and Indirectly Influences and
Negatively Impacts the Behavioral Health of People, Directly and/or
Indirectly, involved, and Urges The City and County of San Francisco to
Take Direct Action and Unify Against White Supremacy, White Supremacist,
and Fight and Heal against Systemic and Internalized Racism] Supplemental
Information The increase in racist hate crimes against Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders has created much fear and anxiety in the community across
the West Coast. Several random attacks on the West Coast targeting Asian
American elders have left many injured and/or dead. The increase of AntiAsian Racist sentiment in the United States has led to an increase in AntiAsian Racist hate crimes. In response to the increase in Anti-Asian sentiment
and crimes, Asian Americans’ and Pacific Islanders’ ability to accomplish
essential functions to meet their basic needs is hindered due to an increase of
fear and anxiety in being randomly targeted by a Racist hate crime, like going
grocery shopping. Being under this constant stress is known to lead to trauma
Hate crimes and racism against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have
been at an increasing rate. According to Politifacts’ article “Hate crimes
against Asian Americans: What the numbers show, and don’t” “The Center
for the Study of Hate and Extremism at California State University released
findings in early March that showed hate crimes against Asian Americans
spiked 149% between 2019 and 2020, even though hate crimes overall
declined.” the article continues with “This group logged 3,795 incidents from
March 19, 2020, to Feb. 28, 2021. That number represents "only a fraction of
the number of hate incidents that actually occur, but it does show how
vulnerable Asian Americans are to discrimination, and the types of
discrimination they face," the group wrote . Verbal harassment and shunning
— the deliberate avoidance of Asian Americans — made up the two largest
proportions of the total incidents reported. Physical assaults comprised 11%
of the incidents. Chinese Americans were the largest ethnic group (42.2%)
that report experiencing hate.” According to the research paper “The longterm costs of traumatic stress: intertwined physical and psychological
consequences”, “The development of traumatic memories at the time of stress
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exposure represents a major vulnerability through repeated environmental
triggering of the increasing dysregulation of an individual’s neurobiology. An
increasing body of evidence demonstrates how the increased allostatic load
associated with PTSD is associated with a significant body of physical
morbidity in the form of chronic musculoskeletal pain, hypertension,
hyperlipidemia, obesity, and cardiovascular disease. This increasing body of
literature suggests that the effects of traumatic stress need to be considered as
a major environmental challenge that places individual’s physical and
psychological health equally at risk.”
Proposition: Be it resolved that, the Behavioral Health Commission of San
Francisco condemns Anti-Asian and Anti-Black Racist rhetoric and attacks,
Be it further resolved that; the Behavioral Health Commission of San
Francisco acknowledges and condemns White Supremacists as domestic
terrorists who are a number one threat to the behavioral health of all
marginalized communities, Be it further resolved that; The Behavioral Health
Commission of San Francisco reaffirms its commitment to fighting against
Systemic and Internalized Racism Impacting Black, Indigenous, People of
Color as also a behavioral health issue and urges the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors, Department of Public Health, Mental Health San Francisco, help
remediate and address the behavioral health impacts of Systemic and
Internalized Racism, Be it further resolved that, The Behavioral Health
Commission urges our San Francisco city leaders and community members
to come together against white supremacy, white supremacist terrorist and
Systemic and Internalized Racism as it attempts to divide our communities,
Be it further resolved that, The Behavioral Heath Commission acknowledges
the role that White Supremacy and Systemic Racism plays in dividing
marginalized communities, and; Be it finally resolved that, Tuesday, March
16th evening, Two of the shootings were at spas across the street from each
other in northeast Atlanta, and the other happened about 30 miles away in
Cherokee County to the northwest of the city.”. The Behavioral Health
Commission of San Francisco will forever remember the victims of the
Atlanta Georgia March 16th, 2021 shooting whose names are Chung Park,
74, Suncha Kim, 69, Yong Ae Yue, 63, Hyun Jung Grant, 51, Xiaoji Tan, 59,
Delaina Yaun, 33, Daoyou Feng, 44, Paul Andre Michels. May their memory
be a blessing.
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