October 26, 2017
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
RE: Proposed Local Cannabis Ordinance Introduced September 26, 2017 – File Nos. 171041, 171042
Dear President Breed and Supervisors,
As members of the San Francisco Cannabis State Legalization Task Force, we have worked diligently for
the last two years to present recommendations to the Board of Supervisors.
During the most recent October 18, 2017, Task Force meeting, the Task Force spent a considerable
amount of time reviewing the proposed cannabis ordinance introduced on September 26, 2017 – “Local
Ordinance.” We revisited what Task Force recommendations were included, what recommendations
were excluded, and what recommendations did not need to be addressed with legislation.
We feel that some of our Year I and Year II recommendations still need to be addressed.
The Task Force respectfully submits the below comments regarding the Local Ordinance:
General



Local Leadership. In general, San Francisco should provide local leadership for the cannabis
industry in instances where State law is unclear or only limited information exists.

Consumption
 Expansion of Adult Use Hospitality Venues. The Task Force recommends that the Local
Ordinance incorporate a general statement of intent to expand opportunities for cannabis use in
hospitality venues, such as dining establishments. Implementation strategies for these venues
should be developed in collaboration with key stakeholders, such as culinary and hospitality
organizations.


Consumption Areas. The Task Force requests that the City continue to explore and consider a
land use designation for consumption lounges and establish guidelines to prevent crosscontamination.



Smoking/Vaping Locations. The City should address the issue of equal opportunity for
businesses by designating consumption lounges for smoking/vaping consistent with the creation
of lounges for the consumption of edibles already contemplated within the Local Ordinance.
This can be achieved by allowing applications for consumption lounge permits for
smoking/vaping. The Local Ordinance should designate the locations where smoking/vaping can
occur.
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Cannabis Consumption in Parked Cars. The City should consider enforcement of State law with
respect to public cannabis consumption in vehicles (i.e. imposing fines, fees, and arrests) as a
low priority.

Land Use
 Cannabis Retail Distance of 500 feet from Sensitive Uses. The Task Force proposes a distance of
500 feet to align with San Francisco’s current distance for existing tobacco retail permittees.
* Note: The Task Force reached modified consensus on this issue. Discussion points and
concerns related to proximity to sensitive uses were as follows:
o A distance of 500 feet was proposed to align with San Francisco’s current distance
requirements for tobacco retail locations.1 Some Task Force Members felt that 500 feet
was too close of a distance to sensitive uses. Task Force Members also expressed
concerns that distances less than the State standard of 600 feet would be contrary to
public opinion and make cannabis retailers more susceptible to federal raids and
business closures. One Task Force Member expressed concern that distances less than
the current San Francisco requirement of 1,000 feet from schools are subject to
mandatory minimum sentencing under Federal law, and prefers to keep the status quo
of 1,000 feet rather than risk exposing retailers to additional liability of federal
incarceration. Other Task Force Members supported a distance less than 500 feet, but
agreed to move forward with the overall recommendation.


Sensitive Uses Proximity. The Local Ordinance should include a statement that the City will
consider exceptions (i.e. less than the currently proposed 600 feet) with respect to the distance
new cannabis retailers can operate in proximity to sensitive uses in specific communities where
appropriate, e.g. the Castro. *Note: the above modified consensus points and concerns are also
applicable to this recommendation.



Clustering. The City should use the Conditional Use Authorization approval process in
determining alternatives to the 300 foot clustering requirement outlined in the Local Ordinance.
*Note: The Task Force reached modified consensus on this issue, with one Task Force Member
supporting a clearly defined clustering requirement rather than the use of Conditional Use
Authorization in certain cases. One Task Force Member also felt that 300 feet was too close of a
distance between cannabis retail locations.

Permitting
 Local Permitting - General. The Task Force has recommended that the City consider a waiver of
permitting requirements for cannabis smoking tents at special events, workforce permitting
requirements that create uniform standards across businesses, a non-profit permitting
framework, and delivery driver requirements. These issues are either unaddressed or partially
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See San Francisco Health Code § 19H.4(f)(3).
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addressed in the Local Ordinance. The Task Force therefore requests that the Local Ordinance
reconsider these specific recommendations.


Nursery Permitting. The Local Ordinance should define the nursery permitting structure and
approve nursery permits rather than wait for the State to provide further clarity in this area.



Community Engagement as Part of Permitting and Land Use Approval Processes. The Task
Force supports the permitting and land use community engagement provisions as drafted.



Accessory Use. The Local Ordinance does not contemplate accessory use permits at this time,
and the Task Force supports an accelerated process for developing the accessory use permitting
framework. *Note: The Task Force reached modified consensus on the issue of expedited
accessory use consideration, with general support of the accessory use concept. One Task Force
Member did not want accessory use to be part of the immediate implementation plan for the
City’s cannabis legalization framework.



Agency Oversight. The Task Force supports the City agency regulatory structure provisions as
drafted.



Cannabis Event Permitting. The Local Ordinance should include a process for cannabis event
permitting.

Taxation
 Tax Revenue Allocation Priorities and Data Collection. The Task Force requests that the Office
of Cannabis consider allocating potential tax revenue towards the City’s local regulatory, policy,
and programmatic goals, and prioritize the collection of appropriate data points to assess the
impact of cannabis tax expenditures in achieving these goals. For reference, the Task Force’s
suggested allocation priorities include, but are not limited to: workforce development,
entrepreneurial opportunity funds, education for students and youth, education and training for
formerly incarcerated persons, and community‐identified priorities.
Other
 SFUSD Collaboration. The Task Force recommendations specific to collaborating with the San
Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) were not legislated in the Local Ordinance. The Task
Force therefore requests that the Local Ordinance contain a statement that references the
intent to collaborate with SFUSD in the development of age-appropriate cannabis education in
health education programs and builds upon the school district’s existing educational model.


Public Safety. The Task Force supports the public safety-related provisions of the ordinance as
drafted.
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Thank you for your consideration, and please feel free to contact us with any concerns, comments or
questions. We look forward to working closely with you to ensure a safe environment for consumers,
patients, and workers in San Francisco’s regulated cannabis industry.

Sincerely,
Sara Payan, Seat #12 & Co-chair - sara@sarapayan.com
Terrance Alan, Seat #19 & Chair - terrance@sequelmedia.com
Jennifer Garcia, Seat #20 & Co-chair - jen.garcia7@yahoo.com
San Francisco Cannabis State Legalization Task Force
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