
Draft   ASTHMA TASK FORCE 
SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Environmental Committee 
Minutes 

 
Date:   March 2, 2005                                                   Location:   DPH, Fox Plaza 
                                                                                   
Committee Members Present:  Neil Gendel, Healthy Children Organizing Project; Louise Kimbell, DBI; Karen Cohn, DPH 
 
Staff and Guests:  : Anjali Nath, ATF Advocacy Coordinator; Tirtza Rosenberg, DPH 
 
Absent:; Louise Hill, USEPA; Carl Rose; Vince Fabris, DBI;  Mea Ling Dea, DBI; Aimee Ganz, San Francisco Housing Authority; 
Vannie Phan, HERC; Myrna Melgar Iton, Mayor’s Office of Housing 
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  Item Meeting Notes/Decisions Desired Outcome 
I Introductions & Sign In  

Facilitator:  Karen Cohn                                Recorder:  Tirtza Rosenberg 
 
 

II Review Agenda and Minutes 
 

 

III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 
 

A. Priority #1: San Francisco Housing Authority - Update on Status of Recommendations 
1. Karen and Louise reported on the meeting with Housing Authority.   
2. The Housing Authority will not attend the hearing.  They are amenable to 

following the recommendations.   
3. Louise stated that recommendations 2, 5, part of 6, 8 and 9 could involve 

partnerships and possibly arranging for grant money. 
4. Five of the recommendations had unclear responses which may be our lack of 

understanding of their operation, but we need a more clear response.  Possibly 
partnerships could also be set up for those.   

5. They have 170 – 180 mold cases.  They will meet among themselves to talk about 
how these could be remediated more efficiently, or possibly through some sort if 
partnership.   

6. Karen said they will begin to categorize complaints by:  housekeeping/tenant 
problem; structural/Housing Authority problem; Maintenance/Housing Authority 
Problem.  They will create a visual guide for people that will show if your 

 
 
A.    
 
1.  Neil will check with Dept. of 
Environment regarding Young 
Community Developers funding for 
doing work in SFHA. 
2.  Housing Authority will help ATF 
create grant proposals, or partnerships 
within city agencies for them.   
3. Housing Authority will plan joint 
health education. 
4.  Karen will contact MOCD 
regarding possible funding. 
5.  Karen will respond to callers 
regarding testimony at hearing.   
6.  Karen will research access to 
complaint data and files, photo access.  
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problem looks like this then this is the appropriate response.   
7. There is a possibility of acquiring money from Department of the Environment for Young 

Community Developers (YCD) to help with some of the issues. There is a concern within 
the Housing Authority that there may be a liability issue with using outside 
agencies.  

8. The projects to approach the Department of the Environment on include: 
a. Mold remediation 
b. Openable windows (bars) 

9. The Housing Authority responded to the issue of boarded up windows by stating 
they have to wait for enough windows to be fixed to make it cost-effective to hire 
the glaziers.  

10. There has not been a follow up by Housing Authority to connect with the 
paramedics for tenant education.   

11. The Board of Supervisors can order departments to work with Housing Authority 
on what the Housing Authority needs are.  

12. The Housing Authority will update their lease.  They must follow HUD’s 
guidelines. 

13. Karen reported she had presented a list of code violations Louise had written up 
for the Housing Authority.  She then talked about what an interagency code 
enforcement task force would do.   

14. Karen suggested making the lease agreement language part of the tenant 
education. 

15. Melina Whitehead, HUD, had her staff research the questions and will have her 
staff get back to the Task Force. 

16. Karen will go back to the tenants she has met with, see what has been done, 
determine if the tenant understands the directions they have been given.   

17.   Louise contacted her friend at the SF Housing Authority Commission.  It was 
decided it is not yet time to pursue this avenue.  When needed, the contact should 
be made through Supervisor Maxwell to Mayor Newsom.  The justification would 
be child health and safety.  The letters would then be copied to the Commission.   

18. Committee discussed the need to follow up on Health Education needs and 
possible funding (foundation grants, EPA, environmental justice, etc.) 

 
B. Preparation for the Hearing  

1. Supervisor Maxwell’s letter to Gregg Fortner requesting his attendance. 
2. Letter from the Environmental Committee to Gregg Fortner with a reason for the 

San Francisco Housing Authority to attend.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--Committee agreed we need to prepare 
Health Education packets regarding 
healthy home environments for SFGH 
to include with referrals 
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a. First get commitments from DOE, MOCD and/or EPA.   
3. Meeting with Supervisor Maxwell 

 
4. Letter from Mitch Katz to the Board of Supervisors. 

a. Send a carbon to Gregg Fortner and the Housing Authority Commission 
5. Invite Neils Tangherlini  
6. Create a list of questions for Supervisor Maxwell 
7. Talk to Louise Hill regarding EPA mold certification issues. 
8. Invite the three tenants to testify.   
 

C. Objective of Hearing 
1. SFHA on record committing to partnerships 
2. Document outside agencies commitments 
3. Build on positives, i.e., anti-smoking 
4. Follow-up hearing in three months 
5. Rededicate another SFHA representative to ATF 

 
D. Next meeting 

1. Review draft questions for Supervisor Maxwell 
2. Decide roles of ATF members for hearing 
 

 

B. Hearing 
1.  Anjali  will:  
invite Neils Tangherlini; 
arrange meeting with Supervisor 
Maxwell; 
contact Louise Hill; 
create a list of questions for Supervisor 
Maxwell. 
Call Aimee to find out if she still 
intends to be involved with ATF.  
 
 

VI. Next Meetings of Committee:   
a. Wednesday, March 16, 2005.  

 
 

 


	Desired Outcome

