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Significance 

• Major cause of infant mortality 
– SF per 1,000: 3.8. White: 2.4; Latino: 4.7; Black: 14.4 

• Lifetime of disabilities 
– cerebral palsy, chronic lung disease, learning disability, vision/hearing 

• Annual cost of $26+ billion in U.S. 
 



Disparities in Preterm Birth  
in San Francisco 
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Factors & Causes of Preterm Birth 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complex bio/social
Multi-causal  multifactorial approach
no silver bullet; package/bundle approach, context-specific
Cannot be tackled in isolation by any one organization




Evidence-Based Approaches 
to Reduce Preterm Birth & Its Morbidity & Mortality 

Source: Lawn et al, Born too Soon.  WHO & March of Dimes, 2012 



The Birth of the PTBi 
• Co-funded by Marc and Lynne Benioff and the 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
– A research initiative led by UCSF in collaboration 

with the SFDPH and several global partners 

• 3 Aims 
– Discovery  

• Causes, diagnostics, therapeutics) 

– Implementation 
• Scaling up what works; understanding barriers 

– Knowledge Transfer 



• 8 UCSF leaders  
(Deans, Chairs, etc. ) 

Exec Management Team (EMT) Internal Advisory 
Committee • Larry Rand & Jaime Sepulveda 

• 8 Deputy Directors: planning year 

External Advisory 
Committee 

Trans-Disciplinary Council 

• 8 international and 
domestic health leaders 

• EMT members plus Working Group lead facilitators 

Focus / Interest Groups  

• Groups of UCSF experts who 
inform Working Groups and 
explore specific PTB issues 

Community Advisory Boards 
• Community members  in the 

selected geographies of the PTBI 

Organization/Structure of the PTBi 

External Study Sections 

• Academic leaders in maternal / child 
health outside UCSF, tasked with 
reviewing RFP submissions 

Discovery 
Working Group 

Implementation 
Working Groups 

Knowledge 
Transfer 

Working Group 



Planning 
Phase 

Year  1          2          3         4          5 

Ten-Year Overview of the PTBi 

$100M over 10 years 

Review 
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Planning Year Activities and Deliverables 

Roadmap development 
RFPs / 

Funding 
Setup 

• Integrated 
roadmap  

• Symposium 
Working Groups 

RFPs written 

Large 

Seed / Pilot RAP 

Study 
Section 

Research agenda 
and budget for 
years 2-5 due 



Role of SFDPH in PTBi 

• Collective Action to prevent preterm birth: 
– Prenatal care, young women’s healthcare, adolescent 

health, family planning, & social conditions. 
– Headline indicator of Population Health Division Strategic Plan 

• Leadership and innovation within a significant local 
and global research effort  

• Stakeholder Engagement  
– Train community leaders in community-based 

participatory research 
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