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William R. de Avila Elementary School  
Parent Teacher Association 

1351 Haight Street  
San Francisco, CA 94117   

(415) 241-6325 
(415) 241-6540 FAX 

The William R. De Avila (WRDA) Elementary School is part of the San Francisco Unified 
School District.  Centrally located near Masonic Avenue and Buena Vista Park in the Haight-
Ashbury District, William R. De Avila School emphasizes language arts acquisition and 
mastery, a continuous growth in the ability to think critically, a love of the fine arts and the 
appreciation of multicultural literature and customs. Students access computers in both the 
classroom and computer lab to increase their technology skills and enhance written 
products. Enrichments such as the Haight Street Halloween Parade, School Safety Fair, San 
Francisco Symphony's Adventures in Music Program, Student of the Week and peer tutoring 
develop children's self-esteem and build community.  Family participation is strongly 
encouraged at De Avila through its Parent Teacher Association (PTA), part of the San 
Francisco PTA.

2001 Pedestrian Safety Project

Contact: Elizabeth Kirschner 
(415) 626-4956 

Award Amount: $10,000 
ea2k13@aol.com  

William R. De Avila Elementary School students daily face traffic dangers going to and from 
school. WRDA-PTA organized a video project to show the challenges children face when 
going to school, hoping that this will lead to both environmental and behavioral changes to 
increase safety.  WRDA-PTA held parents, teachers and students  monthly meetings, had 
students keep “walking journals,” and held a pedestrian safety essay contest. The three 
students who won the essay contest and the class with the highest participation received 
awards and prizes at the school’s Unity Feast on May 11, 2002.  They video-taped students 
walking to and from school to depict the environmental hazards pedestrians face when 
walking in the neighborhood.  The Pedestrian Safety Video premiered on August 8, 2002 at 
the Red Vic Movie House. 
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