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San Francisco announces plan to create network of COVID-19 vaccination sites
Today, there are over 29,000 San Francisco residents with confirmed cases of COVID-19. And,
sadly, a total of 262 San Franciscans have died. The San Francisco Department of Public Health
(DPH) sends our condolences to their loved ones.
On January 15, Mayor London N. Breed and Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax outlined the City’s
plan to create a network of vaccination sites to get as many people vaccinated as soon as possible
when doses become more readily available. In partnership with the health care providers in San
Francisco, which are receiving the majority of the vaccine doses from the state, the City will
facilitate the quick and efficient delivery of vaccines through high-volume vaccine sites as well as
community-based sites.
The providers partnering with the City include Kaiser Permanente, UCSF Health, Dignity Health,
Sutter Health/California Pacific Medical Center (CPMC) and the Department of Public Health,
which provides healthcare to the uninsured and underinsured. The City has also created a
vaccination notification website where, starting Tuesday, January 19, people who live and work in
San Francisco can sign up to be notified when they become eligible under state guidance to receive
the vaccine: sf.gov/vaccinenotify.
The goal of this initiative is to ensure all health care providers in San Francisco are fully prepared to
facilitate wide-scale vaccinations for those who live and work in San Francisco as soon as health
care providers receive sufficient vaccine allocations from the state and federal government. The sites
will be created to scale-up capacity as vaccine supply increases. Once the vaccine locations are fully
operational, pending vaccine supply, the city has a goal of facilitating 10,000 vaccine doses per day.
COVID-19 Vaccination Sites
In partnership with health care providers, DPH, and COVID-19 Command Center, the City will
establish high-volume vaccination sites at several locations. These sites will provide a unified place
for health care providers to set-up vaccination stations and vaccinate people who are eligible. Each
site will have space for all of the City’s health care providers to have vaccination strategies and
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create coordinated, centralized vaccine locations that people can go to regardless of their insurer.
The selection of these high-volume vaccine sites is informed by the rates of COVID-19 infection,
hospitalizations, and deaths in San Francisco. The highest rates of infection are in the Southeast
sector of the city, and the City has selected the locations of vaccine sites so they are easily accessible
to the residents of these neighborhoods.
The City is working with the providers to ensure these facilities have everything in place to activate
and begin offering vaccinations as soon as they receive sufficient vaccine supply. The sites will open
and scale based on the amount of vaccine doses health care providers receive.
•
•
•

SoMa: Moscone Center
OMI: City College of San Francisco (Main Campus)
Bayview: The SF Market (San Francisco Wholesale Produce Market).

In addition to the high-volume vaccination sites that will serve everyone, the City and health care
providers will augment COVID-19 vaccination in high impacted communities with pop-up vaccine
sites, DPH’s community clinics, and other safety-net clinics for the uninsured and underserved in
neighborhoods such as Chinatown, Mission, Western Addition, and Bayview.
The City is also working with One Medical, Safeway, and Walgreens to deliver vaccines as doses
become available. Additionally, the City has been working with partners to develop mobile
vaccination teams to deploy to hard-to-reach and vulnerable populations. The City is working with
community partners to best understand where and how to embed these teams within communities to
reach the populations most at risk of disease.
Additionally, Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital (ZSFGH) began scaling up vaccination of
its patients the same weekend. ZSFGH serves approximately 110,000 inpatient and outpatient clients
annually at their hospitals and clinics.

Mayor Breed announces new initiatives to combat human trafficking in San Francisco
On January 8, Mayor London N. Breed announced two new initiatives to combat and prevent human
trafficking in San Francisco. The San Francisco International Airport, the Department of Public
Health, and the Department on the Status of Women have joined together to advance two efforts that
will help identify potential victims of human trafficking and provide victims with the support and
services they need.
The COVID-19 health and economic crisis has potentially deepened vulnerabilities for people at risk
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of being trafficked or currently trafficked. Fifty-one human trafficking cases were reported directly
to the San Francisco Police Department in 2020. These two initiatives are launching to promote
vigilance against human trafficking at a time when cases may be driven further underground.
Starting January 2020, the Department of Public Health’s Environmental Health Inspectors will
begin incorporating new anti-human trafficking training into their inspection process. The
Environmental Health Branch employs approximately 100 inspectors who conduct regular on-site
inspections of over 9,000 businesses, such as restaurants and bars, gas stations, massage
establishments, and residential hotels. All staff will be trained to recognize the Red Flags, or most
common signs of human trafficking, and make referrals to the San Francisco Police Department for
investigation within 24 hours whenever signs of potential human trafficking are observed in healthpermitted businesses.
For the last ten years, the Environmental Health Branch of the Department of Public Health has been
collaborating with state and local labor law enforcement agencies to fight against labor exploitation
and its negative impact on heath. Despite the challenges of COVID-19, San Francisco trafficking
service providers are continuing to provide high quality, wraparound services to survivors. One legal
service provider is working with nine clients who have been labor trafficked this year, seven of
whom were trafficked by the same individual.
According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, San Francisco is one of the nation’s high intensity
areas for commercial sexual exploitation of children as related to human trafficking. In 2019, the
Mayor’s Task Force on Anti-Human Trafficking found that there were an estimated 673 cases of
human trafficking within the last two years reported to local service providers. The largest number
of cases were young women of color between the ages of 18-24 years old. The report found that
establishments such as restaurants, massage establishments, and single room occupancy hotel rooms
are vulnerable to human trafficking.
If you or someone you know may be a victim of human trafficking, you can call 9-1-1, the National
Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888, or contact one of the San Francisco
Collaborative Against Human Trafficking service providers: https://www.sfcaht.org/by-category-ofservice.html.
Retail Tobacco Program receives Department of Justice grant
The Environmental Health Branch’s Retail Tobacco Program was awarded a Department of Justice
grant for the total amount of $1,780,842. Jennifer Callewaert, Program Manager, and Janine Young,
Senior Inspector, submitted the grant application which supports local agencies in their efforts to
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educate minors about the harms of tobacco products, enforcing state and local tobacco laws and
conducting retailer enforcement. The funding covers the next three years and will be instrumental to
discouraging smoking, protecting individuals from second-hand smoke and eliminating youth access
to tobacco products. Congratulations to Jennifer, Janine and the whole Retail Tobacco Permitting
Team.

DPH in the News
ABC7, Jan 18 2021, 5 Bay Area counties say providers received paused Moderna COVID-19
vaccine lot
https://abc7news.com/moderna-vaccine-allergic-reactions-california-modern-covid/9785698/
SF Chronicle, Jan 18 2021, Allergic reactions at one San Diego site led state to shelf 330,000
vaccine doses
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Allergic-reactions-that-caused-state-to-halt15879657.php
SF Examiner, Jan 18 2021, COVID variant linked to major outbreaks in Bay Area
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/covid-variant-linked-to-major-outbreaks-in-bay-area/
SFGate, Jan 18 2021, Here's who actually determines who gets vaccinated in California
https://www.sfgate.com/coronavirus/article/California-vaccine-COVID-who-decides-when-getdose-15875101.php
El Tecolote, Jan 14 2021, Pandemic highlights need for San Francisco’s health ‘program of last
resort’
http://eltecolote.org/content/en/pandemic-highlights-need-for-san-franciscos-health-program-of-lastresort/
KCBS, Jan 14 2021, SF mental health emergency response team off to slow start
https://www.radio.com/kcbsradio/news/local/sf-mental-health-emergency-response-team-off-toslow-start
Mercury News, Jan 14 2021, Bay Area stadiums are prepared to become mass COVID-19
vaccination sites. No one knows when they’ll open.
https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/01/14/bay-area-stadiums-are-prepared-to-become-mass-covid19-vaccination-sites-no-one-knows-when-theyll-open/
SF Chronicle, Jan 14 2021, Bay Area counties say vaccine supply from state is insufficient and
unpredictable
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Bay-Area-counties-say-vaccine-supply-from-state4
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15872179.php
SF Gate, Jan 14 2021, Why hasn’t San Francisco opened a mass vaccine site?
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/San-Francisco-mass-vaccination-site-Haney-Colfax15871322.php
SF Business Times, Jan 13 2021, California expands vaccinations to anyone 65 and over
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/news/2021/01/13/california-expands-vaccine-toeveryone-65-and-over.html
SFGate, Jan 13 2021, California starts vaccinating those 65 and older: Where to get a shot
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/seniors-COVID-vaccine-San-Francisco-Bay-Area-where15866110.php
ABC7, Jan 12 2021, Sites for mass vaccinations start opening in CA, Bay Area
https://abc7news.com/covid-19-vaccinations-california-bay-area-covid-vaccine/9578842/
Globe Newswire, Jan 12 2021, One Medical extends public COVID-19 vaccination efforts to
additional communities in partnerships with departments of public health
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/01/12/2157131/0/en/One-Medical-extendspublic-COVID-19-vaccination-efforts-to-additional-communities-in-partnerships-with-departmentsof-public-health.html
KRON4, Jan 12 2021, San Francisco’s stay-at-home order likely to stretch through January: Dr.
Colfax
https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/san-francisco-plans-for-additional-small-business-relief/
SF Chronicle, Jan 12 2021, San Francisco’s infection rate shows signs of improvement, but stayhome order remains in place
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/San-Francisco-s-infection-rate-shows-signs-of15865287.php
Mission Local, Jan 11 2021, 600 rapid Covid-19 tests given on first day, same day follow-up for
positives
https://missionlocal.org/2021/01/600-rapid-covid-19-tests-given-on-first-day-same-day-follow-upfor-positives/
Mission Local, Jan 8 2021, UCSF/Latino Task Force will launch rapid testing Sunday at 24th Street
BART Plaza
https://missionlocal.org/2021/01/ucsf-latino-task-force-will-launch-rapid-testing-sunday-at-24thstreet-bart-plaza/
5

San Francisco Department of Public Health
Grant Colfax, MD
Director of Health

City and County of San Francisco
London N. Breed
Mayor

Patch, Jan 8 2021, Mayor London Breed announces city initiatives to combat human trafficking in
San Francisco
https://patch.com/california/san-francisco/mayor-london-breed-announces-new-initiatives-combathuman-trafficking-san
San Mateo Daily Journal, Jan 7 2021, UCSF front-line workers at University of California at San
Francisco begin second vaccine dose
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/bay_area/ucsf-front-line-workers-at-university-of-californiaat-san-francisco-begin-second-vaccine-dose/article_9806c37a-5153-11eb-a5ea-bf7aded6a0fd.html
KPIX, Jan 6 2021, COVID vaccines: UCSF Medical Center says 10,000 frontline staff received
vaccine; begins distributing 2nd doses
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/01/06/covid-vaccines-ucsf-medical-center-10000-vaccinated2nd-doses-begin/
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